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Come and help us, Lord our God. 

Those wounded returning from war are 
not afraid to submit themselves to 
physicians. In this humility, they live 
patience and offer You alone the glory. 
By their being faithful to the course 
outlined for them, they learn that it 
takes many small steps to make full 
recovery. 

In the same light, O Lord, grant this 
Nation patience. Give this representa-
tive government wise discernment and 
courageous action to excise whatever 
poisons the whole system while pre-
serving each healthy member. 

As we pray today, we ask You, Divine 
Physician, to bless, sustain and reward 
the Navy medical team that cares for 
Members, staff and guests here on Cap-
itol Hill. With them, may we give full 
measure as we serve in Your holy 
name. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DEVELOPMENTAL 
DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mr. MCKINLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, in 1987, 
President Ronald Reagan officially de-
clared March as Developmental Dis-
abilities Awareness Month. He called 
upon our Nation to provide under-
standing, encouragement and opportu-
nities to help persons with develop-
mental disabilities lead productive and 
fulfilling lives. There are currently 
over 7 million Americans who experi-
ence developmental disabilities. Dis-
abilities have no boundaries. They cut 
across the lines of racial, ethnic, edu-
cational, social and economic back-
grounds and can occur in any family. 

As an individual with significant 
hearing disability and a grandfather of 
a child with special needs, I am very fa-
miliar with the hardships of over-

coming the obstacles of disabilities. 
My grandson, Maxwell, has CHARGE 
syndrome and deals with intensive de-
velopmental and medical challenges 
every day of his life. He is a true inspi-
ration to our family and our commu-
nity. 

During Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month, I encourage us all to 
learn more about the people in our 
community who have developmental 
disabilities and to recognize that all of 
us have talents and abilities that we 
can offer to make this a better Nation. 

f 

REPUBLICANS PUSH SPENDING 
CUTS THAT DESTROY JOBS 

(Ms. BASS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. BASS of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong opposition to the ma-
jority’s spending plan that would cost 
jobs and threaten our economic recov-
ery. Republicans have held the major-
ity for 11 weeks now, and we have yet 
to see a jobs plan. Instead of focusing 
on jobs, which is the number one pri-
ority of Americans, the majority is 
pushing spending cuts that destroy 
thousands of jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, the majority is ignoring 
the warnings from economists that the 
sharp cuts they propose would guar-
antee major job losses in the public and 
private sectors. The Economic Policy 
Institute shows that the majority’s 
plan would destroy more than 800,000 
jobs. Mark Zandi, JOHN MCCAIN’s 
former economic adviser, puts the job 
loss figure at 700,000. No matter who is 
right, the number is far too high. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle don’t par-
ticularly like public employees, but we 
do need to ask just who are these pub-
lic employees. Just one example is the 
staff at the tsunami warning center. 
Under the majority’s plan, the Na-
tional Weather Service, the agency 
that houses the tsunami center that 
issued alerts after Friday’s earth-
quake—and there was significant dam-
age in California after the tsunami— 
would be cut by $126 million. These 
cuts would result in furloughs and of-
fice closures affecting the center’s abil-
ity to issue future warnings. 

The type of cuts proposed by the ma-
jority does not create jobs; it destroys 
them. I urge the majority to work with 
us on a responsible spending plan that 
drives economic growth and job cre-
ation. 

f 

GAS PRICES 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, where do we 
get the gasoline to power our cars and 
jet fuel to power our airplanes? We all 
know that it comes from oil and that 
its price is dictated by supply and de-
mand. 

President Obama realizes this. In 
fact, his advisers have considered open-
ing up the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve in order to stabilize supply. But 
if we are willing to open up this emer-
gency supply, then why are we not tak-
ing advantage of the natural reserves 
that we have throughout our Nation? 

Following BP’s careless accident in 
the gulf, six deepwater drilling rigs left 
for foreign shores, some even moving 
to Egypt. Deepwater drilling will con-
tinue, but off foreign shores. America 
will continue to need oil, but it will in-
creasingly come from foreign nations. 
Rather than reducing our dependence 
on foreign fossil fuels, the actions of 
this administration are increasing 
them. 

With instability in the Middle East, 
our gas prices naturally rise. Let’s 
open our natural reserves off our 
shores and throughout our country. 
Let’s create energy jobs here and sta-
bilize the price of gasoline in the 
United States. 

f 

COMMEMORATING ST. JOSEPH’S 
DAY 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and recognize the rich 
history of the Italian American com-
munity in the United States as we cele-
brate the Feast of St. Joseph—La 
Festa Di San Giuseppe—on March 19. 
St. Joseph was credited with pre-
venting a famine in Sicily in the Mid-
dle Ages, and the Feast of St. Joseph is 
celebrated widely among Italian Amer-
icans—including my family and many 
others across my home State of Rhode 
Island—and is an opportunity to recall 
the many contributions of Italian 
Americans to our country and to honor 
the patron saint of the family. 

Here in the United States, we recog-
nize the powerful impact of the Italian 
American experience, which began five 
centuries ago with the explorations of 
Vespucci and Verrazano. Italian Ameri-
cans represent some of this country’s, 
and indeed the world’s, foremost 
innovators—in health and science, 
business and industry, politics and gov-
ernment, arts and culture. 

In celebrating the many milestones 
of the Italian American heritage on 
this Feast of St. Joseph, we honor the 
lives, work, and rich history of Italian 
Americans throughout our Nation. 

Buona Festa Di San Giuseppe, Happy 
St. Joseph’s Day, to everyone. 

f 

HONORING WES LEONARD AND 
THE FENNVILLE BLACKHAWKS 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

(Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor a young 
man named Wes Leonard in Michigan, 
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